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One	reviewer	points	to	Hill’s	The Critical Merits of YA Literature	(2014)	and	Hayn	





	 We	 spent	 too	much	 time,	 previously,	 discussing	 the	 speed	 in	which	 social	
media	 seems	 to	 address	 these	 crucial	 issues,	 while	 academic	 publications	 are	
slow,	methodical,	and,	in	our	opinion,	often	too	neutral	in	their	interpretation	of	
the	data.	We	also	wanted	to	discuss	cultural	relevance,	how	authors	do	or	do	not	















	 Race	and	ethnicity	 issues	 in	children’s	 literature	and	Young	Adult	Literature	
have	had	a	dominant	presence	in	social	media	over	the	last	two	years	and	any	google	
search	 about	 the	 issues	will	 point	 to	more	 current	 discussion,	 observations,	 and	
editorials.	We	focus	on	two	events	in	late	2015	to	serve	as	a	frame.	Two	children’s	
titles,	Ramin	Ganeshram’s	A Birthday Cake for George Washington	(Ganeshram	&	
Brantley-Newton,	2015)	and	Emily	Jenkins’s	A Fine Dessert	(Jenkins	&	Blackall,	
2015),	refocused	public	attention	on	how	slavery	was	depicted	in	children’s	books.	































	 When	Jacqueline	Woodson	won	the	NBA	for	Brown Girl Dreaming	(2014),	she	
became	not	only	the	first	African-American	woman	to	win	the	award	in	19	years,	
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In	2013,	Cynthia	Kadohata’s	The Thing about Luck	(Kadohata	&	Kuo,	2013)	wins	
the	award.	While	Kadohata	is	not	the	first	Asian	author	to	be	nominated,	she	is	the	
first	Asian	(Japanese	American)	from	any	subcategory	to	win.	In	2007,	Sherman	
Alexie’s	The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian	(Alexie	&	Forney,	2007)	











	 	 	 	 Finalists	 Winners
White	 	 	 77	 15
African	American	 	 10	 		1
Chinese	American	 	 		2	 		0
Native	American	 	 		2	 		1
Armenian	American	 		1	 		0
Haitian	 	 	 		1	 		0
Japanese	American		 		1	 		1
Korean	 	 	 		1	 		0
Korean	American	 	 		1	 		0
Mexican	American	 	 		1	 		1
Palestinian	 	 		1	 		0
Polish	American	 	 		1	 		0
Vietnamese	American	 		1	 		1






	 In	 the	 last	five	years,	 the	NBA	selected	 Jacqueline	Woodson’s	Brown Girl 
Dreaming	(2014),	Cynthia	Kadohata’s	The Thing about Luck	(2013),	and	Thanhha	




















first	Asian	American	nominee	was	An	Na’s	A Step from Heaven	(2001)	in	2001,	
but	it	was	10	years	before	Thanhha	Lai’s	Inside Out and Back Again	(2011)	won	
the	award.	Since	the	inception	of	the	award,	there	are	only	six	titles	with	authors	
who	can	be	described	as	Asian	in	any	manner	beginning	in	1996	with	Helen	Kim’s	
The Long Season of Rain	(Kim,	1996).	The	next	appearance	of	an	Asian	author	is	
five	years	later	in	2001	with	the	South	Korean	born	American	author	An	Na’s	A 
Step from Heaven	(2001).	The	next	arrival	is	in	another	five	years	later	with	Asian	






a	nomination	for	The Thing about Luck	(2013)	and	it	won	the	award.	
	 We	note,	additionally,	that	outside	of	these	large	racial/ethnic	minorities	within	



























	 	 	 	 Finalists	 Winners
White	 	 	 45	 		9
Undetermined	 	 18	 		2
African	American	 	 16	 		3
Asian	 	 	 		5	 		2
Asian	American	 	 		4	 		1
African		 	 	 		3	 		0
Native	American	 	 		3	 		1
Armenian		 	 		1	 		0
Haitian	American	 	 		1	 		0
Mexican	 	 	 		1	 		1
Mexican	American	 	 		1	 		1
Middle	Eastern	 	 		1	 		0
Polish	 	 	 		1	 		0




Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice	[2009]	and	M.	T.	Anderson’s	The Aston-



























American,	An	Na’s	A Step from Heaven	(2001),	was	nominated	in	2001.	It	took	10	
years	to	observe	the	first	book	featuring	an	Asian	American,	Thanhha	Lai’s	Inside 
Out and Back Again	(2011),	to	win	the	NBA	in	2011.	
	 Of	the	three	books	starring	Native	Americans	protagonists,	two	were	written	by	
cultural	insiders,	which	are	Sherman	Alexie’s	The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian	(Alexie	&	Forney,	2007)	and	Louise	Erdrich’s	The Birchbark House	
(1999).	The	other	one	portraying	Native	Americans,	Debby	Dahl	Edwardson’s	My 
Name is Not Easy	(2011),	is	written	by	a	White	author.	We	discovered	that	books	
featuring	 Haitian	American,	 Middle	 Eastern,	 Armenian,	 Polish,	 and	 Mexican	
American	protagonists	are	all	written	by	cultural	insiders,	except	one	book	featur-
ing	a	Mexican,	Nancy	Farmer’s	The House of Scorpion	(2002).	We	also	noted	that	
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Book	Title	 	 	 	 	 Author
19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East		 Nye,	Naomi	Shihab
A Step from Heaven	 	 	 	 Na,	An
American Born Chinese	 	 	 	 Yang,	Gene	Luen
Autobiography of My Dead Brother	 	 	 Myers,	Walter	Dean
Boxers & Saints	 	 	 	 	 Yang,	Gene	Luen
Brown Girl Dreaming*	 	 	 	 Woodson,	Jacqueline
Carver: A Life in Poems	 	 	 	 Nelson,	Marilyn
Forgotten Fire	 	 	 	 	 Bagdasarian,	Adam
Hush	 	 	 	 	 	 Woodson,	Jacqueline
Inside Out and Back Again	 	 	 	 Lai,	Thanhha
Jumped	 	 	 	 	 	 Williams-Garcia,	Rita
Lockdown	 	 	 	 	 Myers,	Walter	Dean
Locomotion	 	 	 	 	 Woodson,	Jacqueline
Monster	 	 	 	 	 	 Myers,	Walter	Dean
No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War	 	 	 Lobel,	Anita
One Crazy Summer		 	 	 	 Williams-Garcia,	Rita
Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida*	 	 	 	 Martinez,	Victor
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian*		 Alexie,	Sherman
The Birchbark House	 	 	 	 Erdrich,	Louise
The Legend of Buddy Bush	 	 	 	 Moses,	Shelia	P.
The Long Season of Rain	 	 	 	 Kim,	Helen
The Thing about Luck	 	 	 	 Kadohata,	Cynthia
Touching Snow	 	 	 	 	 Felin,	Sindy	M.
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as	stories	“written	in	blood”	that	reflect	children’s	lives	and	provide	them	the	tools	
to	traverse	the	challenges	they	encounter.	
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